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INTEHVIEW WITH 
LUCILLE ROSSIGNOL 
BY CINDY RAYMOND 
Today's date I s March 10, 1981 and I'm I n t e r v i e w i n g L u c i l l e Rossignol 
at her home i n Stockholm. T h i s i s Cindy Raymond. 
L u c i l l e , when were you born?? 
• A. I was born the second month the second day, 192? i n Dickey Brook a t home. 
There was no doctor a t the time, my mother d e l i v e r e d h e r s e l f . The doctor 
came i n too l a t e . 
Q, V/here d i d you l i v e as a c h i l d ? 
A. As a c h i l d I l i v e d i n Eagle Lake f o r seven years and then, we moved to 
Stockholm and I've been s t a y i n g here ever s i n c e . 
Q. V/ho were your parents? 
A. My parents were W i l f r e d Beechard and A l i c e Freabou, her maiden name. They 
were both born i n F r e n c h v i l l e then moved to Eagle Lake, then to Stockholm, 
and we've been here s i n c e . T h e i r b i r t h d a t e s a r e , Dad was born March 2 5 , 
189^ and Mom was born February 10, 190^. They were married A p r i l 28, 1922. 
Q. What was your f a t h e r ' s occupation? 
A. Laborer. 
Q. Did your mother work outside of the home? 
A. No, she was a housewife. 
Q, Who were your grandparents? Your mother's f a t h e r and mother? 
A. Sarah Pelkey and Peter Prevou. 
Q. Do you know your f a t h e r ' s parents? 
A. Peter Beechard and her name was Sarah too, Sarah but, I don't know her 
l a s t name ...Pelkey, Sarah Pelkey. 
Do you know v/here they moved when they f i r s t came to Stockholm, VThere 
they l i v e d , your parents? 
A. We l i v e d i n quite a few d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s . 
Q. Your f a t h e r met your mother here, didn't he? 
A. You're r i g h t . The f i r s t place we l i v e d was on School S t r e e t , That l i t t l e 
green house they have where Quists used to l i v e . Then, from there we 
moved up to where Herby L a u s l e r i s s t a y i n g , from there we moved towards 
the potato house up i n the woods. From there we moved on S t a t i o n S t r e e t 
where A l b e r t Anderson had h i s store by where Rose Johnson's. From there 
we moved i n the park and t h a t ' s where we l i v e d s i n c e . 
Q. W i l l you give me the hames'of your brothers and s i s t e r s ? 
A. 1 - C e c i l e was born May 8, 1921 at Stockholm. 
2- Irene was born J u l y 8, 1922 at Stockholm. 
3- r W i l f r e d was born September 20, 1923 at Stockholm. 
4 - Pete was born October 20, 1924 at Stockholm. 
5- Claude was born December 2 3 , 1925 at Stockholm. 
6- L u c i l l e was born February 2 , 192? at Dickey Brook, 
7- L o r r a i n e , August 2 5 , 1928 at Eagle Lake, 
8- C l i f f o r d , June ?» 1930 a t Eap:le Lake, 
9- G i l b e r t , May 8, 193^ at Stockholm. 
10- Richard, A p r i l 2 2 , 1936 at Stockholm. 
1 1 - Leontine, May 28, 1939 at Stockholm. 
12 T v 7 i n s , G l o r i a and Theresa, October 2 , 19^2 at Stockholm. 
13- Amanda, February 9, 19^5 at Stockholm. 
Q.Did your parents l i v e i n Eagle Lake f o r a while? 
A. Yes, they l i v e d there f o r seven years, then they moved to Stockholm. 
When I was born they moved to Eagle Lake and back to Stockholm and we 
atayed i n Stockholm. 
Q. Do you know where they a l l l i v e now? 
A. G i l b e r t l i v e s i n B r i s t o l , Conn., Pete l i v e s on the Presque I s l e Road, 
L u c i l l e l i v e s i n Stockholm, Richard l i v e s i n Stockholm, G l o r i a l i v e ^ i n 
Stockholm and her other twin passed away. Amanda l i v e s i n Stockholm. 
C e c i l e , I r e n e , W i l f r e d , Claude, C l i f f o r d , Leontine, Theresa and L o r r a i n e 
are a l l deceased. Pete has four c h i l d r e n , Gerald, Nancy, L u l u , they c a l l 
her, and David. Claude has four, Bradford, W i l f r e d , J u n i o r and Claudine. 
C l i f f o r d has three, Mary Ann, L o r r i e Ann, and Roxanne. G i l b e r t has three 
Debby, Kevin and J e r r y . Richard has two R i c k y and Bruce. L u c i l l e has s i x 
Alex, Claude, Edmond, Marie, David and John. G l o r i a has t h r e e , Timmy, 
Ch e r y l , V i c k i e , and one w i t h Bob P e l l i t i e r , J u s t i n . Amanda has two, Roger 
and L i s a . 
Q. Do you remember your school and your teachers when you went to school? 
A, Yes, my f i r s t teacher was Mrs. Howe when I s t a r t e d i n kindergarten, the 
f i r s t grade that was. Then, Mrs. Bean, Mrs. Savage and Mrs. Sodergren. 
That's about a l l I remember because I q u i t i n the f i f t h grade so, I didn't 
go to f a r i n school. 
Q, Do you remember some of your classmates, k i d s t h a t went to school w i t h 
you? 
A. Well, I know quite a few, Joanne Devine, Armand Plourde, Camile Plourde, 
R i t a Dubay, B e l l a V i e l , Armond V i e l . There were quite a few, I Just can't 
remember them a l l now. 
Q.What was the school l i k e then, i n s i d e of the school? Where was the school 
you went to? 
(3) 
A. I went to the same school, the one that burned down l a s t time. I went 
to the l i t t l e brown school across the road. Then, we went to school up 
i n t h i s b i g b u i l d i n g here where C a r l Forsman had h i s potato house and t : . 
t h a t ' s where they served school lunches. Then, we went across from 
where B i l l y Morln has h i s s t o r e , that b i g b u i l d i n g . We went to school I n 
the Lutheran Church, then, we had a schoolhouse across from O r l e l l e ' s 
I attended too. They were s c a t t e r e d a l l around then, 
Q. Can you t e l l me something about your church? Do you remember any of the 
older p r i e s t s that were at the church? 
A. Father Cyr, t h a t was the oldest one I remember, the o l d e s t one. Then, 
Father Melacon, Father Moe, Father B e t t l , Father Auger, there was q u i t e 
a l i n e of p r i e s t s , I don't remember a l l of t h e i r names. 
Q. 'What about catachesm? 
A. Cathachlsm was taught by Father Cyr I n our days,every night a f t e r school, 
V7e had to go to catachlsm. 
Q. Every night? 
A. Every night and the nights we didn't go, he'd come pldk;.us up, 
Q. Do you remember some of the k i d s that went to catachlsm w i t h you? 
A. I t ' s about the same ones that went to school w i t h me. 
Q. Did you have any young people's groups when you were young, l i k e the k i d s 
now have Brigade and Stockade? 
A. No, we used to gather around and play b a l l or have p a r t i e s . Nothing 
much going on then. 
Q. Who did you marry? 
A. Alex Rossignol, August 2, 19^^. 
Q. Do you remember who married you? 
A. Father Cyr, Reverand Father Cyr. 
Q. Do you remember your witnesses? 
A. Arthur Rossignol and Dad^ 
Q, Did you have a honeymoon? 
A. No, outdoors under the c l o t h e s l i n e . 
Q. Where did you l i v e a f t e r you were married? 
A. When I f i r s t got married I l i v e d w i t h h i s f o l k s f o r a year then, I l i v e d 
w i t h Mom and Dad f o r a year. Then, we moved on Lake S t r e e t and l i v e d 
t h ere, then back w i t h Dad f o r two years and l i v e d i n the B&A.,house f o r 
eight years. And I've l i v e d i n Red Row a f t e r t h a t , ever s i n c e . 
Q. What was your husband's occupation? 
A, Trackman, 
Can you give me the names and b i r t h d a t e s of your c h i l d r e n ? 
A. The names and b i r t h d a t e s of my c h i l d r e n , my o l d e s t I s Alex Junior 
R o s s i g n o l , the year 19^^• November 19, he was born I n Van Buren. Claude 
R o s s i g n o l , 19^6, September 5 , he was a l s o born I n Van Buren, Edmond 
Ros s i g n o l , 19^7, November 24, he was a l s o born I n Van Buren. The deceased 
on Roberjj Armand R o s s i g n o l , born I n 19^6. Then, I had my daughter, Marie 
Rossignol born i n 1953, J u l y 18, David R o s s i g n o l , 1958f September 2 5 , John 
Ro s s i g n o l , 1963f October 11 and those are the names of my c h i l d r e n . 
Q. Where are they and who are they married to? Do they have c h i l d r e n ? 
A. My o l d e s t boy r i g h t now i s i n Germany and he married a l i t t l e German 
g i r l , she came from Sweden and they are back i n Germany r i g h t now. They 
have four g i r l s G a l l , E n i s , C h r i s t i n a and Sharon. Two of their'^slrls/^"are 
i r a r r i e d now and two s t i l l l i v e at home. As f o r Claude R o s s i g n o l , he s t i l l 
l i v e s i n Stockholm, always has, Edmond Ro s s i g n o l l i v e s i n Sacred Heart, 
he's always stayed t h e r e . Marie Rossignol i s s t a y i n g i n New Sv/eden. David 
Rossignol i s i n Colorado, John i s s t a y i n g here a t home with me. My 
p!:randchildren are G a i l , E n i s , Sharon C h r i s t i n a , Robert, Claude J r , , Tammy, 
Angela, F a i t h , Sha^m, Sheldon and Edmond Jar. 
Q, Do you remember any c e l e b r a t i o n s i n Stockholm, l i k e Fourth of J u l y or,,,? 
A. Fourth of J u l y we used to c e l e b r a t e and march up to the cemeteries, 
then there was a l o t of people which i s a l o t n i c e r than now. Nobody 
rode up, they a l l walked. As f o r Christmas we never went anjrwhere, we 
used to gather around and s i n g and have a l i t t l e p a r t y . That's about 
a l l the c e l e b r a t i o n s we had. 
Q. What are the b u s i n e s s e s you remember i n Stockholm? 
A. Well, the only business I remember i n Stockholm was Sam C o l l i n s ' Lumber 
M i l l , t h a t ' s about a l l the businesses I can remember but, I can remember 
vfhen they had movies up i n Alb e r t Anderson's h a l l . Downstairs v;e'd 
bowl, winter c a r n i v a l s as they have now. Not much of anything r e a l l y , 
j u s t got together and enjoyed l i f e , t h a t ' s i t . 
Q, Do you remember any of the s t o r e s , the old s t o r e s ? 
A, Well, I remember Nick W e s s e l l ' s s t o r e , that was a c r o s s from F e r n a l d ' s 
I.G.A, I remember Sim Jarvus when he had a meat shop i n back of the 
museum. Then, I remember they had a b i g s t o r e where C a r l Forsman's 
potato house burned, t h a t I remember. Otherwise from t h a t , I don't 
remember nothing I guess. 
Q. Do you remember any s t o r i e s your parents t o l d you about l i f e when they were young? 
A. No, they didn't have too much time to t a l k with a house f u l l of c h i l d r e n . 
I t took a l l Mom had to h o l l e r a t us, "Go s i t down. Go s i t down!** 
( 3 ) 
Q. Do you have any records of your parents l i k e b i r t h c e r t i f i c a t e s or 
marriage l i c e n s e ? 
A. No, I don't but, my s i s t e r G l o r i a has those. 
Q. Do you have any r e l a t i v e s s t i l l i n F r e n c h v i l l e ? 
A. I don't know. The only r e l a t i v e s I have now are my mother's two s i s t e r s , 
they are i n Chicago. Dad's got a s i s t e r i n New Brunswick and he's got 
two or three cousins i n New Brunswick and t h a t ' s i t . As f o r r e l a t i v e s , 
they're a l l gone. 
Q. What cemeteries are your ancestors buried in? 
A. Stockholm. ' 
Q. I s there anything e l s e you would l i k e to add? 
A. No. 
Okay, thank you v e r y much. 
End 
